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References in Minovi, «Az Khaza’in-i Turkiye», who gives 
a much longer list of fragments in late works. For the quo- 
tation in Sä‘id see S. M. Stern, «lbn Masarra, Follower of 
Pseudo-Empedocles — An Illusion», in Acta de IV Con- 
gresso do Estudos Arabes e Islamicos (Lisbon, 1968), 325- 
337. 


«AZ Khaza'in-i Turkiye», 28. 


On this see F. Rosenthal, «On the Knowledge of Plato's 
Philosophy in the Islamic World», 416ff 


Abü Sahl Safd (in some sources Bakr) b. ‘Abd al-Aziz al- 
NT (357-420/968-1029) was a Nishäpuri noted for his skill 
in medicine and poetry, as well as Shafiä figh. See al- 
Tha‘älibi, Yatimat al-dahr, IV, 430f; Yäqüt, /rshäd al-arib, 
IV, 240; Abü al-Hasan al-Bayhaqï, Tatimmat Siwan al-hikma, 
101; Abd al-Ghäfir al-Farisi, Kitab al-siyàq li-ta'rïkh Naysa- 
bür (facsimile in R. Frye, ed., The Histories of Nishapur, 
Cambridge, Mass., 1965), second MS, fol. 67b, al-Nili and 
alfÂmiri were presumably acquaintances, and al-N pre- 
sence in this text supports the attribution of the rest of it 
to alÂmirT in fact. 


See n. 2. 


M. Plessner has described these three Istanbul manu- 
scripts, /slamica 4 (1931), 534-538. 


Cf. eg. the article on Abü Sulaymän himself (pp. 311f.), 
and the article on Miskawayh (pp. 346ff.), as well as the 
redactor’s intrusion at p. 187. 
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59. 


60. 


61. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


68. 


69. 


The «group of the physicists» refers to medical theory, 
and probably especially to Galen's tractate «That the Fa- 
culties of the Soul Follow the Mixture of the Body» (see 
H. H. Biesterfeldt's edition of the Arabic translation, Wies- 
baden, 1973). 


Note the structure of this section: the phrase «hädha zub- 
dat mä yatagiduh al-jumhur min ahl al-Isläm..» (p. 99) is 
resumed with «hädha huwa mä yätamiduh (? yataqiduh) 
al-jumhür al-ézam..» (p. 107). 


al-lmtäf 11, 84f. 


Akhläq al-wazirayn, 115f. amd note. al-Tawhidi's remark 
would suggest that al‘Amirl was not in al-Rayy after the 
Sähib's accession to power in 366/976. 


al-Imtä; |, 222. 


atlmtä£ 1. 35f., 222. 56f.: for alfmirls absence cf. n. 62 
above. 


al-KutubT, Fawät al-wafayät (ed. M. ‘Abd al-Hamid, Cairo, 
1955), 1, 95ff.; Yäqüt, /rshäd al-arib, V, 168ff. (where «al- 
<Amiri» is corrupted to «al-Wa'ili»). 


Encyclopaedia of Islam, second edition, s.v. {bn Hinau. 


Ibn ab Usaybià, Uyün al-anbä' fi fabaqät al-atibba' (ed. N. 
Ridä, Beirut, 1965), 458, lists among Ibn Sinä's books 
«Answers to fourteen questions posed to him by Abü al 
Hasan alfmiri». F. Rosenthal pointed out the impossibi- 
lity of this, «State and Religion according to Abu al-Hasan 
al-‘Amiri», Islamic Quarterly 3 (1956), 42ff. 


al-Najat (Cairo, 1357/1938), 271. 
Cf. R. Walzer, Greek into Arabic, 23-26, 203. 
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Mugäbasät, 59. 


45. 


46. 


57. 


58. 


al-Shahrastänï, Kitäb al-milal wal-nihal, ed. Cureton, 348. 
Yäqüt, /rshäd al-arib, 146f. 


. Ibid., 148. 
. al-Basä'ir wal-dhakh&ir, Il, ii, 379; al-Sandül 


introduc- 
tion to his edition of a/-Mugäbasät, p. 59; cf. al-Imtä;, Il, 38f. 


. P. 4 and n. 3 above. 
. al-Imtäf 11, 15. 


. See his excellent introduction for a full analysis of the 


text. 


. ak-fläm bi-manäqib al-Isläm, 771, 103f. 
. Ibid., 87. 

. 1bid., 87-97. 

. Ibid., 136f. 


. Cf. his Kammiyat kutub Aristätalis, ed. Guidi and Walzer 


in Atti della Reale Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, ser. 6, 
v. 6 (1940), 372ff. 


Specifically, it depends heavily on the Phaedo. The ques- 
tion of al‘Amirl's sources in this work will be fully consi- 
dered in my English study of the text. 


This proof is truncated and may perplex the reader. The 
discussion of the relation of even and-odd to number, and 


of fire to heat, is intended to explicate that of soul to life, 
As you cannot have a cold fire, you cannot have a dead 
soul. Cf. Miskawayh, al-Fawz al-Asghar, as quoted by F. 
Rosenthal, «On the Knowledge of Plato's Philosophy in 
the Islamic World», /slamic Culture 14 (1940), 99%. The 
argument is Proclean. 
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35 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39: 


40 


41. 


42. 


43. 
44. 


al-KaläbädhT (d. ca. 380/990), Kitäb al-taarruf li-madhhab 
al-tasawwut (ed. M. A. al-Nawäwi, Cairo, 1969), 106, 171. 
These references were discovered by Minovi. («Az Kha- 
zaini-i Turkiye»), who also suggests several other titles 
which might conceivably be attributable to al-Amiri. 


Cf. al-Mäm bi-manaqib al-Islam, 145, 150; al-Amad ‘alä al- 
abad, 9,6. 


al-Fihrist, 138. Abü al-Hasan al-Bayhagi (d. 565/1170) in 
his Tatimmat Siwän al-hikma (ed. M. Shafid,Lahore, 1351/ 
1932, p. 26) attributes to al-Balkhi the title a/-lbana an 
usül al-diyäna (certainly al‘Âmirls), as well as a Kitab al- 
abad. 


al-Fihrist, 259, 318; cf. F. Rossenthal, Ahmad b. al-Tayyib 
al-Sarakhsi (New Haven, 1943). al-Tawhidi comments that 
the Sabians were the people most interested in studying 
the various religions (al-Imtä: |, 91). 


al-Masüdi, Murüj al-dhahab (ed. Barbier de Maynard, 
Paris, 1861-77), IV, 91 


The only pupil of al-Balkhi besides al‘Amiri about whom 
anything is known is Ibn Farighün, author of the Jawämit 
alfulüm. This work is dedicated to Abu ‘Alf al-Muhtäj, amir 
of Chaghaniyan from 329/940 to 344/955. Nothing more is 
known about the author. See V. Minorsky, «Ibn Farighün 
and the Hudüd al‘Alam», A Locust's Leg: Studies in honour 
of S. H. Tagizadeh (London, 1962), 189-96. 


See R. Walzer, Greek into Arabic (Oxford, 1962), 12-15, 
175-205. 


Encyclopaedia of Islam, second edition, sv. a/-Balkhi: 
Yäqüt, lrshäd alarib, |, 141-52. 


al-Fihrist, 138. 


al-ThaälibT, Yatimat al-dahr, IV, 85: Yäqüt, /rshäd al-arib, 
148: al-Tawhdi, a-Basä'ir wal-dhakhä'ir, Il, ii, 879; cf. al- 


39 


24 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 
30. 


3 


32. 


33. 


34. 


. This work is excerpted by Miskawayh in his Javidan Khe- 


rad, 348-373; by al-Tawhid in al-Mugäbasät, 301-306; and 
in the Siwän al-hikma, 309f. 


M. Türker, «Al“Amiri et les fragments des commentaires 
des Categories d'Aristote,» Arastirma 3 (1965), 77-86, 
103-122. 


al-Tawhidi, al-Bas&'ir wal-dhakhä’ir, |, 515. This work 
should perhaps be compared with the Safw al-sharh li- 
Isäghüjf wa-Qatighüriyäs by al-Amiris pupil, Abü al-Qäsim 
al-Kätib (cf. below, p. 18). 


The manuscript was first described by Helmut Ritter, «Phi- 
lologika IX: Die vier Suhrawardi», Der Islam 25 (1938), 
35-86, and again by Minovi, «Az Khaza'in-i Turkiye», 31. 


Chester Beatty MS No. 3702. Kurd ‘AIT in RAAD IX (1929), 
563-73. 


Ed. Minovi, 272. 


A. J. Arberry, «An Arabic Treatise on Politics», /siamic 
Quarterly 2 (1955), 9-22. 


Minovi, «Az Khaza'in-i Turkiye», 60-83. al-Kindi is quoted 
six times and al-Balkhf twice. The only other Arabic philo- 
sophers mentioned are al-Räzi and Qustä b. Lüqä (each 
once) 

Miskawayh, Javidan Kherad, p. 369, 1. 10 = al-Sa‘äda 


wal-is‘äd, p. 10, 1. 11f. (Aristotle's definition of happiness: 
Nicomachean Ethics, |. xii, 1102a 5-6.) 


F. Rosenthal, The Classical Heritage in Islam (Berkeley, 
1973), 84. 


The question has not in fact been left open to date; al- 
<Amiris authorship of a/-Saäda wal-is‘äd has been assumed 
without comment by most scholars who mention it. 
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18. 
18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


at-Imta; III, 91f. 


His master Abü Zayd al-Balkhi had been patronized by 
the Samanid wazir Abü ‘Abdullah al-Jayhäni (fl. 300/902) 
(W. Barthold, Turkestan down to the Mongol Invasion 
London, 1928), 12. 


al-Tagrir li-awjuh al-taqaïr, 27; Barthold, Turkestan, 252. 


C. E. Bosworth, «A Pioneer Arabic Encyclopaedia of the 
Sciences: al-Khwärizmi's Keys of the Sciences», /sis 54 
1963), 97. 


ak-l‘läm, 74, 208. For Abü Nasr al-“Utbi, see al‘Utbi, a/- 
Tärikh al-Yamini, with commentary, a/-Fath al-wahbi, by 
al-shaykh al-Manïni (Cairo, 1286/1869), 124; al-Tha@libï, 
Yatfmat al-dahr fl mahäsin ahl al‘asr (ed. M. ‘Abd al-Hamiïd, 
Cairo, 1956), IV, 397if. For Abü Nasr al-Mikäll, see al- 
Tärikh al-Yamini, Il, 84f; Yatfmat al-dahr, IV, 354; and 
Sdfd Nafïsi's notes on the Mïkälf family in his edition of 
Abü al-Fadi al-Bayhaqi, Tarikh-il Bayhagi (Tehran, 1319-32/ 


1940-53), III, 969-1009. Ghuräb’s proposed identification 
with the Samanid wazir Abü Nasr ibn abi Zayd (at-ilam, 
p. 74n.) seems less likely, since Ibn abT Zayd became 
wazir the first time only in 378/988 (Gardizi, Zayn al- 
akhbär, Tehran, 1315/1937, p. 40), three years after the 
composition of a/-Amad ‘alä al-abad, which mentions al- 
läm; and «al-ra’s» is not the title one would expect for a 
wazir. 


Yaäqüt, Mujam al-buldän (ed. Wüstenfeld, Leipzig, 1866- 
70), Il, 447. 


P. 2f. below. This list and my own following comments 
may be compared with Minovi's discussions of al-Amiri's 
works in «Az Khazaini-i Turkiye» and his introduction to 
al-Saäda wal-isäd. 
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6. Chapter 3, p. 21 below. 


7. It should be noted, however, that al“Amiri is missing from 
most of the standard biographical works, including those 
of al-Qiffi, Ibn abi Usaybia, Yäqüt, and Ibn Khallikän, as 
well as from al-Fihrist of al-Nadim. 

8. al-Imtä |, 35f. 

9. Akhläq al-wazirayn, 410ff. 

10. Tajaärib al-umam, Il, 277. Miskawayh nevertheless included 
excerpts from several of al‘Âmiri's works in his Javidan 
Kherad (al-Hikma al-khälida, ed. À. Badawi, Cairo 1952, 347- 
375). Arkoun considers this a reply to al-Tawhidi's charge 
that Miskawayh had not appreciated al‘Amiri in al-Rayy 
(Contribution, p. 44). 

11. On Abü Jéfar al-Khäzin, see al-Nadim, Kitäb al-Fihrist (ed. 
G. Flügel, Leipzig, 1871-2), 138, 251; and al-Tawhidi, Akhläq 
al-wazirayn, 113n., 346. 

12. al-Tawbidi, al-Basä'ir wal-dhakhäïir (ed. Ibrähïm al-Kïlani, 
Damascus, 1964), Ill, ii, 545f. 


18. bia. 


14. lbid.; Akh läq al-wazirayn, 410ff.; al-TawhTdï, a/-Muqäbasät ed. 
Hasan al-Sandübï, Cairo 1347/1929), 307. 


15. al-Imtä; 11, 84. 


16. Akhläq al-wazitayn, 410. The debate with Matta is in af 
Imtä |, 107ff. à 


17. Siwäan al-hikma, 310. For the general stereotype of Khu- 
räsänis, cf. Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyün al-akhbär (Cairo, 1925), 
204f; al-Tawhïdï, Aisälat al-Sadäga wal-sadig (ed. 1. 
Kilänï, Damascus, 1964), 67; al-Maqdisi, Ahsan al-tagäsim 
17 méritat al-agälim (ed. de Goeje, Leiden, 1906), 33, 315f. 
Judgments about Baghdad, for and against, are very po- 
pular in adab in this period. 
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an omission (a/-Amad, fol. 83a). Such an omission in the ori- 
ginal Siwän al-hikma seems unlikely, since Abü Sulayman died 
within twenty years of the composition of a/-Amad àlä al-abad. 
But there is abundant evidence of interpolation in the Munta- 
khab, some of it from a contemporary or near-contemporary, 
and some (possibly much of the introduction) from the com- 
piler:(77) so it is impossible to determine the textual relation- 
Ship between the quotes from the Amad there and our text of 
the Amad. 


There are also some more distant parallels to a/-Amad ‘alä 
al- abad in three other works. Miskaway's collection of para- 
graphs by a“Amiri in his Javidan Kherad includes a number 
of quotations from the work; although they are heavily para- 
phrased, they are occasionally textually useful. Al-Birüni d. 
after 442/1050) in his Kitab al-Athär al-bäqiya shares a source 
with chapter 2 of the Amad and also occasionally supplies bet- 
ter readings or confirms emendations. Finally, a few passages 

from al-Amad ‘alä al-abad also occur in akAmirls earlier al-l lam 
bi-manäqib al-lsläm. At isolated points in the text other works 
have also been helpful. 


The following list comprises all works referred to in the 
footnotes : 


al-Birüni, Kitäb al-Âthär al-bäqiya ‘an al-qurün al-khäliya, ed. 
C. E. Sachau, Leipzig, 1878. 


al-Thalabï, Qisas al-anbiyä' al-musammä bil-Ara'is, Beirut, n.d.. 
Hamza alklsfahäni, Tärikh sinf mulük al-ard wal-anbiya' Beirut, 
1961. 
Abü Sulaymän al-Sijistänt, Muntakhab Siwän al-hikma : 
a) MS Muräd Mulla 1408, fols. 1-88(ç). 
b) Siwän al-hikma wa-thaläth rasäil, ed. A. Badawi, 
Tehran, 1974 () 
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The quotations from al-Amad ‘alä al-abad all occur only in 
the Muntakhab. For purposes of collation | have supplemented 
Badawi's edition ( sin the footnotes) with a microfilm of Murad 
Mulla 1408, fols. 1—88, which is dated 639/1241 and may be an 
autograph ( “in both Badawi's and my footnotes; Badawi's 
other signal, quoted occasionally below, are = Besir Aga 494, 
fols. 1—95, and ,:) = Koprülü 902, fols. 1-123a). 76 


The introduction to the Muntakhab deals with the beginnings 
of philosophy. Among other citations, ak-Amad àlä al-abad is 
quoted for the lives and opinions of the five great Greek phi- 
losophers. The sections given are the first half of chapter 3, 
through the paragraph on Galen, and chapter 4 entire. From 


capter 3, the reference to the Bâtiniya and their relationship 
to Empedocles is omitted (p. 17), as is the section on Empe- 
docles’ views on the Afterlife in chapter 4 (p. 246); both omis- 
sions are clearly intentional. The section of the Siwän al-hikma 
dealing specifically with alAmirf further quotes the entire in- 
troduction of al-Amad ‘al& al-abd, with the exception of the 
first and last paragraphs. Here are the corresponding page 
numbers for the three sections : 


Amad BadawT Muräd Mulla 
Intro., 75b-76a 308f. 67b-68a 
ch. 3, 80a-81b 82-85 1b-2b 
ch. 4, 82b-84b 87-92 3a-4b 


l have adopted readings from the Muntakhab when they 
seem preferable. All references to © in the footnotes imply 
also except when a different reading for | is given. It should 
be noted that the texts of the Muntakhab and the Amad share 
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The text of al-Amad ‘là al-abad is followed in the Servill 
manuscript by a two-page addendum (fols. 110b-111a). alAmi- 
ri's name is not mentioned. The passage begins abruply, «Fasl, 
Maqül lahü.» Two fasis by «him» are reported on the authority 


of a shaykh Abü al-Hasan<AÏT b. Muhammad. One is a conven- 
tional application of the Aristotelian ethical mean to the Pla- 
tonic virtues.(73)The other assigns the varieus rational faculties 
of the soul to the influence of the various celestial spheres. 


These fasis are then followed by two poems, one by «him», 
the other by a/-fagïh Abü Sah|l Sa'id b.. ‘Abd al‘Aziz al-Nilf (text: 


al-Nbli), giving concrete examples of the ten Aristotelian 
categories. | have not included this material in my edition. 


Chapter 3 of a/-Amad ‘alä al-abad was edited by the late 
S. M. Stern, without apparatus, in an article dealing with Sä‘id 
al-Andalusi's derived version of the material. | have not given 
Stern's readings, which differ from mine only in minutiae. | 
have, however, consulted the text of Sä‘id, who also quotes 
extensively from chapter 4; although he paraphrases, Sä‘id 
doses occasionally provide a better reading. 


The long quotations from these two chapters in Abü Sulay- 
män al-Sijistänis Siwan al-hikma, on the other hand, are literal, 
and thus constitute and independent next tradition. The Siwän 
al-hikma is not extent in its original form, however, but only in 
two epitomes. The longer of these, the Muntakhab Siwän al- 
hikma, is anonymous and undated, but must have been com- 
posed sometime between 565/1169 and 639/1241. It is extant 
in three Istanbul manuscripts and one in the British Museum. 
The shorter Mukhtasar Siwän al-hikma, by ‘Umar b. Sahlän al- 
Sawi (ca. 540/1145), exists in a single Istanbul manuscript. 
Abd al-Rahmän BadawT has recently published an edition of 
the Muntakhab on the basis of the three Istanbul manuscripts, 
with an apparatus giving some, but by no means all, variants. (75) 
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Marginal corrections which | accept are included in the 
text, but footnoted; those which | reject appear only in the foot- 
notes. The other marginalia are not reproduced. Textual cor- 
rections of my own which | consider certain or highly probably 


are given in the text, with the manuscript readings in the notes; 
a few less certain corrections are proposed only in the notes. 
Additions to the text, supplied from parallel citations in other 
works, or from the demands of context, are given in oblique 
brackets ( ). Illegible words and blanks in the text are in- 
dicated by square brackets [| ]. | have not always followed 
the copyist's paragraphing, nor his understanding of pronoun 
antecedents; these deviations are not footnoted. 


The one serious irregularity in the manuscript is in the treat- 
ment of grammatical gender. Approximately half the numbers 


in the text appear in the wrong gender; these have been cor- 
rected and footnoted. Masdars are almost invariably treated 


as masculine, regardiess of their form; the few exceptions 
have been regularized to this pattern and noted. Dhât is also 
usually treated as masculine, but | have left stand the two 
cases where it is construed as feminine. There are many iso- 
lated cases of incorrect gender; they have been corrected and 
noted. 


Hamza are often omitted in the manuscript (e.g. 2 for 

#b3), or employed according to Persian conventions (e.g. 

sise for fase): these are regularized without comment. 
The copyist often treats fina-hamza verbs as final weaks, 
thus © blé tor LBlérand Ga for sus mi ithese are 
also regularized, but the manuscript readings appear in the 
footnotes. Both ds and ÿl, il appear in the manuscript, 
but | have used only the latter. | have retained the variants 
Ghy2l and Oshystas the distinction could conceivably be 
significant. 
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mé? but an “älim trying to come to terms with philosophy; never- 
theless, the terms he came to have definite connections with 
the Kindf tradition, and he may well have known the latter in 


part through the works of al4miri. This should be an interest- 
ing field for future research. 


The Edition 


The following edition is based on the only known copy of 
al-Amad‘alä al-abad, first pointed out by Minovi, in the Istanbul 
manuscript Servili 179, fols. 75b-110a (72)1 have worked from a 
microtilm of this section of the manuscript, kindly furnished to 
me by Professor Franz Rosenthal. The colophon to the text 
gives us the name of the copyist, a/-sharïf Abdullah al-Mugri 
and the date of the copy, 3 Rabï‘l, 1160 (= 14 April 1747 
NS.) :. There are twenty-three lines to a page. The script is 
a clear naskhï, with vowels supplied for relatively rare words 
and at places of potential ambiguity. The copyist has also para- 
graphed the text by supplying a line over the first word of 
each section, as well as frequently indicating the antecedents 
of pronouns by placing a number over each antecedent and 
similarly numbering the subsequent pronouns. The copying was 
done in four roughly equal sections, at the end of which the 
word turida appears inserted in the text (fols. 5a, 94a, 103b). 
Corrections, usually additions, are given in the margin, marked 
by an incomplete säd + , or occasionally by «nuskha» or 
«nuskha sahïha», the latter possibly in a different hand. Fur- 
ther marginalia appear in a more fluid talig script; these are 
mostly definitions of rare words and elucidations of complex 
syntactical constructions, but also include a few textual con- 
jectures, marked by za’ B , and an occasional interpretative 
comment. One of the latter is marked «i-muharririhi», and 1 
suspect that despite the (not always distinct) difference in 
scripts, all the marginalia come from the copyist of the text. 
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Abü al-Hasan al‘AmirT thought, who was one of the worst of 
the Islamic philosophasters at muddling philosophy, since he 
did not understand the intention (gharad) of the Ancients.» (68) 
1 have found nothing in akAmiri's preserved works correspond- 
ing to this reported opinion (which 1 do not fully understand). 
Ibn Sinê's hostility here is not untypical of his attitude towards 
his predecessors (except äal-Färäbi), and does not necessarily 
mean that he gained nothing from al‘Amiris works, with which 
he was clearly familiar. Several scholars have pointed to ele- 
ments in Ibn Sinä's thought which appear to be closer to al- 
Kindf than to al-Färäbï, 69 and further study of al 
should at the least be useful in elucidäting Ibn Sinä’s immediate 
philosophical background in Khuräsan. 


After Ibn Sïnä, explicit mention of al‘Aniri is rare. Although 
six of his works have survived to the present, all known quo- 


tations in later authors come from only one of them, a/-Amad 
âla al-abad. Chapters 3 and 4, on the history of Greek philoso- 
phy, were quoted extensively in the Siwän al-hikma, as well as 
paraphrased (without acknowledgement) by Sä‘id al-Andalusi 
(d. 462/1070) in his Tabaqät al-umam, and from them were 
absorbed into later compilations by al-ShahrastänT (d. 548/ 
1153), al-Shahazüri (fl. 7th/13th. c.), and others, Abü al-Määlï, 
in his Persian Bayän al-adyän (written 485/1092), may have 
been drawing rather from a/-Amad ‘alä al-abad directly; this is 
possibly also the case with lbn Taymiya (d. 728/1328) and 
Molla Sadrä (d. 1050/1640). (70) 


As far as | know, al-Ghazälï (d. 505/1111) never mentions al- 
“AmirT by name; nor have | encountered any textual parallels 
to al“AmirT in his works. But there are a surprising number of 
instances where he formulates his ideas in Ways strongly re- 
miniscent of passages in al‘Amirls preserved works. (71) al-Gha- 
zäñ was not a philosopher justifying his profession to the ‘ua- 
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Stay there, and thus the two men wer ecolleagues. (62) Another 
name mentioned is an Abü Hätim al-RaZ (certainly not the 
Ismasili da), through whom al-Tawhdi was acquainted with al- 
<Amiri's Inqgädh al-bashar min al-jabr wal-qadar. (63) 


The only person al-Tawhïdï specifically calls a tifmïdh of al- 
“Airis is Abü al-Qäsim al-Kätib, whom he also refers to as al. 
“Amin's ghuläm al-Tawhidi saw an autograph of the /ngädh al- 
bashar in his possession, and gave Miskawayh a copy of his 
Safw al-sharh-i-Isäghüjr wa-Qatighüriyäs; he refers to him as 
«our friend in al-Rayy», and gives an anecdote on his authority 
about the Sähib's court. Abü al-Qäsim thus stayed on in al- 
Rayy after alAmiri had apparently left; nothing more is known 
of him.(64) 


Finally, al-Kutubi and Yäqüt report that Abü al-Faraj Ibn 
Hindü studied «ancient books» (kutub al-aw&’il) with al‘Amir 


in Nishäpür before moving on to do the same with Ibn al-Kham- 
mär (ca. 390/1000).(65)1bn Hindü (d. 420/1029) is a well-known 
figure in medicine and adab, and he also wrote an /ntroduction 
to Philosophy, which has unfortunately not been found, as well 
es a gnomonological collection entitled a/-Kalim al-rühäniya #7 
al-hikam al-Yünäniya, which was published in Cairo in 1900.(66) 


But the big philosophical event in Khuräsän in the years 
following alfAmirl's death was the appearance of Ibn Sinä. Ibn 
Sina was eleven years old when al-Amiri died; five years later 
he was reading in the Samanid library in Bukhärä, which al- 
‘Amir may also have used when he wrote al-Amad ‘la al-abad 
there a decade earlier.(67) Minovi has pointed out the one 


known reference to al-Amiri in Ibn Sinä's works, and it is harsh. 
In the Kitäb al-Najät he refutes the opinion that the beings which 
move the spheres by being desired are . bodies rather than 
separate Intelligences, «so that, for example, the inferior body 
would be like the prior, nobler body, as the ponderous (fadm) 
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tion in the universe. But it is the functional efficacy of the Pro- 
mise that is stressed, rather than its literal truth-value, and al- 
Âmiri elaborates on the argument already made inal-Kläm bi- 
manäqib al-Isläm, that the sensual delights of the Quranic 
paradise can serve only as a representation to the limited hu- 
man intellect of the incomprehensible pleasures that await the 
virtuous. The «revised version» of Islamic doctrine, purged of 
impossibilities, now asserts indeed that there will be a Final 
Resurrection, when souls are returned to their bodies, but 
emphasizes that these bodies will be made «pure and fine», 
and that the pleasures of the Afterlife will be intellectual, not 
natural. (60) As in al-<am bi-manäqib al-Isläm, no serious at 
tempt is then made to demonstrate the superiority of this ver- 
sion to others (al‘Amiris audience would not, of course, be 
in urgent need of this); it is merely asserted. The work then 
concludes with a rather baroque ta'wil of the famous hadith of 
the seventy-three sects. 


In summary, it would appear that al‘Amiri agrees with al- 
Kindf in conceding crucial dogmatic points to Islam, but pushes 
his philosophical interpretations of them as far as he can; to 
avoid collision, he appeals in the end to the limitations of the 
limitations of the human intellect, and the impossibility of grasp- 
ing the kayfiyat of the transcendent a philosophical bi-lä kayt. 


aAmirl seems to have sunk into relative obscurity rather 
quickly after his death. We know the names of a few of his 
pupils, but none are major figures. al-Tawhidi interlaces a 
chapter of quotations from alAmiri's works with comments by 
Abü al-Nadr Natis; | have found no other information on him.(61) 
Eelsewhere al-Tawhidf mentions that the Sähib Ibn Æbbäd (d. 
885/995), successor to Abü al-Fath Ibn al-Amïd as wazïr in al- 
Rayy, obtained copies of al“miri's books from Abü al-Hasan al. 
Tabari; al-Tabarï was the physician of Rukn al-Dawla (d. 366/ 
976), the reigning Buwayhid amir in al-Rayy during al-Amiri's 
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tinction between the sensible and intelligible realms, and, es- 
pecially, of the ethical consequences of this distinction. Most 
of this material is transparently Greek, mainly Platonic and 
Neoplatonic; (57) al‘Âmiri adds examples from Islamic praxis 
and generally «islamizes» it. 


There are also two extended digressions: a discussion of 
miracles and magic in chapter (12) and an extraordinary appli- 
cation of basic concepts of geometry and physics to metaphy- 
sics and theology in chapter 14. The former probably originates 
from a Greek proof of immortality (from the soul’s ability to 
act at a distance), but aAmiri takes it as an opportunity to 
explain his theory of saintship, a theme also pursued else- 
where in the work. The latter is an illustration in miniature of 
the potential benefits of the secular sciences for religion. 


A final proof of immortality is presented at the end of chap- 
ter 13 and in chapter 14.(58) The author then turns his atten- 
tion to the philosophers’ concept of the intelligible world, home 
of the soul after death (chapters 15-16), and the degrees of 
reward and punishment merited in the Afterlife (chapter 18). 
Chapter 17 interrupts with a sequence of Greek arguments 
against the view of the soul as a harmony, here directed 
against theMudazilites and «a group of the physicists», rather 
than its original target, the Pythagoreans. (59) 


In chapter 19, al‘Amirf gets down to the specifics of various 
views on the reward and punishment in a brief doxography, 
which concludes with a summary of the standard Islamic posi- 
tion. He then submits this Islamic account to an analysis, in 
order, he says, to show its «possibility», that is, rationality, 
and its superiority to alternative versions. Chapter 19 con- 
cludes with an argument for the possibility of an end to the 
worid, and chapter 20 attempts to show the appropriateness 
of the Qur'anic Promise and Threat on the basic of man's posi- 
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ment can only be considered a kind of «gauge» (iyär) to help 
us appreciate what we cannot comprehend{(55):This answer 
goes a step beyond al-Kindiy) who ultimately appeals to the 


omnipotence of God to justify bodily resurrection{56) but only 
to appeal rather to the incomprehensibility of the transcen- 
dent. 


Fortunately, we have in al-Amad 'alà al-abad a work devoted 
specifically to the question of the Afterlife (and containing a 
discussion of the temporal finitude of the world), where al- 
Amiri's ideas on the harmonization of philosophy and Islam 
are more fully worked out. The text is a kind of companion- 
piece to al-idäm bi-manäqib al-Isläm. Like the latter, it is di- 
rected to the religious classes, and attempts to justify philoso- 
phy and show how it may complement the religious sciences. 
But here the focus is on a single problem, and the proportion 
of specifically philosophical material is greater. 


In his introduction, al‘Amiri says that he decided to write 
on the Afterlife because of the controversy and confusion which 


surround the topic. But since his method is going to be philo- 
sophical, he begins with four introductory chapters meant to 
acquaint the reader with the Greek philosophers and to show 
that their beliefs were orthodox to the degree possible without 
a revelation of their own. In the course of this discussion, he 
menages to point out the utility and respectable antiquity of 
the secular sciences, as well as their «non-foreignness» (since 
they in fact originated in the Middie East), and to suggest 


some early connections between them and the prophetic tra- 
dition. 

The philosophical discussion begins in chapter 5. In the 
following chapters, aAmiri presents a sequence of proofts 


and fragments of proofs for the immortality of the Soul, to 
which are added discussions of the soul's faculties, of the dis- 
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tain general ethical principles, it is too limited to know all the 
Specifics of the actions most beneficial to man, or the specifics 
of such matters as the creation of the world and the circumst- 
ances of the Afterlife. Revelation supplies these deficiencies.(52) 


In areas to which the intellect does not have access, says 
al‘miri, it simply does not contradict revelation. As he puts 
it, «lt is known that between that which is established by proof 
and necessitated by the intellect, and that which the true re- 
ligion requires, here can be neither conflict (mudafa'a) nor 
opposition (inäd).»(53)Like al-Ghazäli a century later, he breaks 
down the secular sciences into their standard divisions, and 
absolves mathematics, physics, and logic of any inimical effects 
on religion. But rather than, like al-Ghazäli, isolating certain 
points of indubitable opposition in metaphysics between phi- 
losophy and Islam, he merely asserts that the freedom from 
doubt which is the proper end of metaphysics represents the 
highest happiness, and that it is therefore «impossible that 
there be any opposition (inäd) or contradiction (mudädda) 
between an enterprise whose results are of this nature and the 
religious sciences.» (54) 


The resemblance of this point of view to that of al-Kindi is 
clear. Both emphasize the limitations of «human wisdom», or 
the human intellect, and give priority to «divine wisdom», re- 
velation, or the religious sciences; and both deny the possibility 
of conflict between the demands of intellect and dogma. In al- 
Kindi's case this means affirming the temporal creation of the 
world and the resurrection of the body, and trying to justify 
them philosophically. AAmiri says nothing about the former 
in al-Mäm bi-manäqib al-Isläm, and offers only a quick summary 
of the latter, in which he affirms bodily resurrection, and the 
existence of sense-perception in the Hereafter, but adds that 
bodies there cannot be composed of perishable humors, and 
that the vivid Qur'anic descriptions of the Reward and Punish- 
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sophy in particular, to the religious establishment, and al-Jariri 
would not be interested in any distinctions in the means they 
found to do so. An investigation of the relationship between 
aFAmir and the Ikhwän al-Safä' would be a study in itself, and 
here | can only summarily say that, though both to a large 
extent shared a common «pool» of sources, there is nothing 
in al-Amir's extant works indicating any sympathy for their 
general point of view. On the contrary, his attack on the Bäti- 
niya is probably indicative also of his attitude towards the 
Ikhwän (if he knew them). 


In referring to al“Âmiris books written in support of Islam, 
al-Jariri was certainly thinking of a/-Mäm bi-manaäqib al-Isläm, 
which is now available in Professor Ghuräb's edition. (51) As 
mentioned above, the body of this work is a systematic com- 
parison of Islam on various points with other religions, with 
demonstrations (seldom rigorous) of its superiority. The in- 
tended audience is clearly the religious establishment and 
pious middle class, and the important point being made is that 
philosophy not only need not be hostile to Islam, but can actual- 
ly be useful in its support and defence. al‘Amiri spells out his 
view of the relationship between the secular and religious 
sciences in the first chapters of the work, where he explains 
the virtues of both, and defends philosophy from attacks by 
pietists, as well as vice versa. He attacks a «group of philoso- 
phers» and «party of the Bätiniÿa» for claiming that the intel- 
lectual has no need of fulfilling his religious obligations ex- 
cept insofar as this helps him to control the masses, and that 
knowledge should be pursued for its own Sake rather than as 
a guide t correct action. Because action is superior to know- 
ledge. the religious sciences are superior to the secular scien- 
ces; they are also superior because they are based on inspi- 
ration (wahy), and threfore they alone are safe from doubt. 
Furthermore, while the human intellect can supply us with cer- 
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army commander in Nishäpür; another he would attempt 
to gain favor with the masses by writing books in sup- 
port (nusra) of Islam. Yet despite that he was accused 
of heresy (ilhaäd), and of (maintaining) the pre-eternity 
of the world, and of speaking about matter and form, 
time and space, and other such nonsense which was 
neither sent by God in His Book, nor recommended by 
the Prophet, nor pursued by his Community. More- 
over, he used to converse intimately with every inno- 
vator, be receptive to every suspicious character, and 
address his speech to everyone who claimed (to have) 


an esoteric (meaning) for the exoteric and an exoteric 
for the esoteric. 


But my opinion is that the authorities from whom 
he takes and borrows, like Aristotle, Socrates, and Plato, 
are a pack of infidels, who spoke in their books about 
«exoteric» and «esoteric» — and such (talk) is woven 
only by those who disparage Islam while hiding the 
suspicious (position) they are themselves in. 50 


To some of these charges alÂmirf would certainly plead 
guilty. He certainly did speak of matter and form, time and 
space, and whether or not he believed in the pre-eternity of 
the world can be judged by the reader from the discussion in 
chapter 4 of a/-Amad ’alä al-abad (p. 28f.). But he attacks the 
Bâätiniya (cf. pp. 7, 17, 24f. below); and there is no support- 
ing evidence elsewhere that al“Amiri travelled as a fugitive, 
although anyone claiming to be a philosopher would inevitably 
have been subject to some hostility — from al-Jariri, for ex- 
ample. 


It is also al-Jariri's rejection of philosophy in toto that leads 
him to link al-Balkhi and alAmiri with the Ikhwaän al-Safä'. They 
all did share, as al-Jarri perceived, a sense of the urgency of 
the need to justify pursuit of the secular sciences, and philo- 
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except the literal meaning (zähir), free of explanation (tafsir), 
interpretation (ta'wïl), and ambiguity (mushkil);» he also re- 
fused to participate in the quarrels over the relative merits of 
the Prophet's companions, and between Arabs and Shu'ubi's, 
and buttressed his neutrality in all three questions with appro- 
priate citations from Qur'än and hadith.(47) al-Tawhidi also 
praises the Nazm al-Qur'än, and declares that «no one else 
has managed to combine wisdom (hikma) and the sharià as 
he has.» (48) 


We know nothing about alAmiri's study under al-Balkhi ex- 
cept the bare fact, but his inheritance of this attitude is clear. 
We may remember al-Tawhidi's account, mentioned above, of 
hearing him discourse on the figh of wine-drinking in philoso- 
phical terms.(49) And he is linked with al-Balkhi in his attempt 
to harmonize philosophy and sharfä in an interesting discus- 
sion, also reported by al-Tawhidi, on the Ikhwän al-Safa’. The 
passage in question occurs in the course of a violent attack 
on them by the arch-conservative al-Jarii (ca 360/1971), who 
considers their own claim to have reconciled philosophy with 
religion to be only a trick meant to undermine the authority 
of the shariä. After presenting a number of general arguments 
against the position of the Ikhwän, he adduces past cases of 
this «trick» (hila) having been tried — and failing. The first 
is al-Balkhï, who was guilty of saying that philosophy and the 
sharïä were simlar and complementary, like a mother and a 
wet-nurse; he was also a Zaydi Shi'ite. The second is Abu 
Tammäm al-Naysäbüri, also called a Shi'ite, about whom no- 
thing else is known. The third is aFAmirl : 


And this is exactly the same thing al-Amiri attempted. 
But he was constantly expelled from one piice to 
another; his blood being sought, and his murder plot- 
ted. One time he would seek sanctuary at the court of 
Ibn alAmïid; another he would take refuge with the 
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infinity of the universe and denying the resurrection of the 
body, he came down unambiguously on the side of Islam.(41) 


ak-Balkhi seems to have attempted an even closer rappro- 
chement between philosophy and Islam, although our evidence 
for his thought is every fragmentary. Today he is known pri- 
marily as a geographer, and only one non-geographical work 
of his is known to be extant; but he was a prolific writer in many 
fields, and in the list of over fifty of his works given by Yaqüt 
geography occupies only a minor position.(42)So varied were 
his interests that medieval authors were unsure what to call 
him. In the Fihrist he appears among the udabä? with the com- 
ment that «in his compositions and compiiations he followed 


the usage of the philosophers, but, as he resembled the udabä” 
and was closest to them, | have included him in this section 
of the book.» (43) 


al-Tha'älibi praised al-Balkhi for his style (al-balägha wal- 
taff); another source calls him one of the three mutakallimün 
of the world (along with‘AIf b.‘Ubayda and al-Jähiz): al-Tawhidi 
says he was known in Iraq as «the Jähiz of Khurasan.» 44 


al-Shahrastäni, on the other hand, includes al-Balkhi among 
the Islamic philosophers; and the titles of some of his works, as 
well as his relation to al-Kindi, certainly justify this appella- 
tion.(45) But at the same time, after an early flirtation with the 
Imämiya, as well as what was seen as an excessive interest in 
astrology, he adhered to a Sunnism conservative enough to 
satisfy the ‘ulamä’ and fugahä' of the day. The mufti of Balkh 
is reported to have said, «His doctrine is sound and his belief 
correct; nothing can be objected to in his religion (diyana), 
unlike the generality of those who devote themselves to phi- 
losophy.» (46) al-Balkhi's Kamäl al-Din and Nazm al-Qur'an are 
singled out for praise by the religious scholars. In the latter, 
we are told, «he kept aloof from what is said about the Qur'än 
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alÂmiri valued his philosophical pedigree. In a/-Amad ala 
al-abad (p. 21) he praises Abü Zayd for his erudition, but re- 
serves his highest praise — the title «hakim» — for akKindi. 
Even if we cannot speak of a «school» of al- Kindf in any insti- 
tutional sense, there certainly existed a consciously maintained 
Kindf tradition for over a century after the philosopher”s 
death. (40) And there is abundant evidence in alfAmiris pre- 
served works, besides his interest in comparative religion, for 
his adherence to a Kindian madhhab. This extends from speci- 
tics such as his positive attitude towards astrology and re- 
jection of alchemy, to the general shape and texture of his 
Neoplatonic system, which, like al-Kindi's, betrays strong in- 
fluences from Procius, as well as from Philoponus. (The as- 
sociation of a hierarchy of Intelligences with the spheres, 


known from al-Färäbi and Ibn Sin, is absentin alAmiri as in 
al-Kindf.) aAmiri's vocabulary and style reflect the standardi- 
zation of philosophical language which had been achieved 
since al-Kindi's time, but he seems to follow al-Kindi's pen- 
chant for staying close to his sources, and this results in oc- 
casional anachronisms. 


But al‘Amirs most important link to al-Kindi is in 
his attitude towards Islam, and towards the crucial 
problem of reason and revelation. It is well known that al-Kindi 
was on this question relatively «conservative» (relative, that is, 
to al-Farabf and Ibn Sina, whom scholars seem to have chosen, 
not entirely justifiably, as the standard representatives of main- 
stream Islamic philosophy). ai-Kindi made a distinction bet- 
ween «human knowledge», acquired through effort, and a 
higher «divine knowledge», represented by revelation, and in 
principle he refused to recognize any conflict between the two. 
Where in fact the philosophical tradition notoriously clashed 
with Islam, as it did for example in maintaining the temporal 
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Saäda wal-isäd has been thoroughiy studied(34 In particular, 
the identification of the Hakim al-isläm and al‘Arif, both quoted 
in alk-Saäda wal-isäd, might provide evidence on its authorship. 


If al-Saäda wal-isäd is aAmiri's, then so must be the Minhäj- 
al-din, which al-Kaläbädhi attributes to Abü alHasan b. ab 
Dharr, and from which he quotes a verse by al-Shibli. al-Kalä- 
bädhi also gives an exegesis of a hadith quasi by Ibn abï 
Dharr (89) if it is alAmiri's, this work might be identical to al- 


Nusk al‘aqli wal-tasawwut al-milll, or else an early work omit- 
ted, like a/-Sa‘äda wal-isäd, from the list in a/-Amad alä al-abaa. 


alÂmiri and Philosophy. 


The most striking fact about al‘mirls list of his works is 
how many of them deal with religious topics. The first four are 
specifically on religion; the next one apparently dealt with 
ethics; then follow two on the important ka/äm topic of pre- 
destination. AÂmiris concern with religion extended beyond 
Islam. al-l'Iäm bi-manäqib al-lsläm is largely a programmatic 
comparison of Isläm with Judaism, Sabianism, Christianity, Zo- 
roastrianism, and polytheism, and there were apparently fur- 
ther discussions of these religions in both a/-/bäna ‘an lal al- 
diyäna and al-lrshäd li-tashih al-itiqäd{(36) alAmiri probably in- 
herited this interest in comparative religion from his shaykh 
Abu Zayd  al-Balkhï, who wrote a work entitled Sharäi‘ al- 
adyän;(37) and al-Balkhi may in turn have being following the 
lead of his own teacher, al-Kindi. We know that al-Kindi wrote 
refutations of the Manichaeans and Dualists, and according to 
the Fihrist he was also the direct source for the epistle on the 
Sabians by his pupil Ahmad b. al-Tayyib al-Sarakhsi (d. 286/ 
899).(38) Another sometime pupil of al-Kindi's and compatriot 
of Abü Zayd's, Abü MaShar al-Balkhi (d. 272/886), wrote a his- 
tory of the temples of the worid(39) 
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text, which he says come from a copy made about the turn 
of the century, when the manuscript was still in Egypt. One of 
these contains the invocation to the work, with the authors 
full name. In the published text this is Abü al-Hasan Muhammad 


b. Yüsuf babiDharr, but a gloss gives the original reading (and 
this must mean the manuscript) as Abü al-Husayn Yüsuf b. 


abi Dharr. «alk-Husayn» can easily be corrected to «al-Hasan» 
to agree with the shorter citation of the name in the body of 


the text, but the displacement of the ibn is more difficult. 


| have found no strict parallels in text between al-Saäda 
wal-isäd and al4mirls extant works. Miskawayh’'s anthology 
of quotations from almirf has one verbatim parallel to a/- 
Sa#ida wal-iséd: but this is in fact a famous definition from 
Aristotle.(32) The context of this definition is also very similar 
in meaning in the two cases, but the actual wording is quite 
different. Of possible significance is the fact that the mysterious 
alSrif quoted four times in a/-Saäda wal-is“äd is also quoted 
by alfAmiri apud Miskawayh. 


In general, a strong interest in Greek ethics, particularly 
the Nicomachean Ethics, and abundant use of both Plato and 
Aristotle, with a late-Neoplatonic coloration, are characteristic 
of both al‘Amiri and al-SaËda wal-Isäd. On the other hand, al- 
Saäda wal-isäd lacks al‘Âmiri's characteristic catch-phrases, 
but this means very little, given the doxographical nature of 
the work. 


Much of this evidence makes tolerable sense if we suppose, 
as Rosenthal has suggested (83) that a/-Saäda wal-isad is a very 
early work of akAmiri's. Arberry's identification of the «recent 
philosophaster» (bäd al-hadath min al-mutafalisifin), mentioned 
in the text, with al-Färäbi would be in harmony with this, espe- 
cially as aAmiri never mentions al-Färäbl by name in hs ox 
tant writings. The Yüsuf b. abi Dharr remains a problem, how- 
ever, and perhaps the question should be left open until al- 
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Finally, a number of recent scholars have assigned to al- 
‘Amirf the Kitäb al-Saâda wal-isâd fi al-sîra al-insäniya. Some 
clarification of the history of scholarship on this work should 
perhaps be made here. The manuscript, which is now inthe 
Chester Beatty collection, was first described by Muhammad 
Kurd'AIT in 1929.(28) It is incomplete at both ends and has two 
internal gaps. The title is given several times in headings of 
subsections, one of which also gives the author as Abû al- 
Hasan b. abf Dharr.(29)In form the work is a doxography on 
ethics and politics, with quotations from Greek, Persian, and 
Islamic authors, bridged by comments and interpretations 
either given in first person or attributed to Abü al-Hasan. The 
longest quotations come from Plato (especially the Republic) 
and Aristotle (especially the Nicomachean Ethics). 


No biographical information on Abû al-Hasan b. abf Dharr 
has been found. Arberry, however, pointed out that no author 
later than the early fourth-/tenth century is quoted in the text. 
The quotations from such sources as the Khuday Name and 
the Jävidan Kherad suggested to him a Persian milieu where 
a notable library might include the very broad collection of 
sources appearing in the work — for example, the Samanid 
court (30) Minovi then identified the author as aAmiri, without, 
however, indicating that he was the first to do so or present- 
ing an explicit argument for the attribution. The theory is clear- 


ly lent support, however, by the fact that aAmiris master, Abü 
Zayd al-Balkhÿ, and al-Balkhf's master, al-Kindf, are both quoted 
in a/-Sa‘äda Wal-isäd several times.(31) 

Minovi then published the text — in the form, however, of 
a facsimile of a copy he had himself made from the manuscript. 
He did not retain the original pagination (as is clear from re- 
ferences in the article by Kurd ‘AÏi}, nor is it clear which mar- 
ginal corrections are due to him, and which are original to 
the manuscript. Furthermore, he has added two folios to the 
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with the single exception of a/-Nusk al-aqli wal-tasawwu al- 
milii. (24) 


We have no clear evidence for the identity of any of the 
rasäl or works in Persian to which almiri refers. Three of 
the commentaries may, however, be identified : 


Sharh kitàb al-burhän li-Aristatälis, referred to twice in 
al-Ibsär wal-mubsar (pp. 3, 12). 

Sharh kit@b al-nafs li-Aristatälis, referred to once in 
a-bsêr wal-mubsar (p. 5). 


Commentary on Aristotle's Categories. M. Türker has 
recently published a text entitled Tafsfr ma‘äni 
altz Aristutälis fi kitäb al-maqülät, epitomized by 
a certain al-Wähibi.(25) The work presents interpre- 
tations of selected passages from the Categories, 
attributed to a large number of commentators both 
Greek and Arabic. The latter include al-Fârâbi, Abû 
Jäfar al-Khâzin, Abû Sulaymän al-Sijistäni, and 
others, but the latest and most often cited author 
is akÂmiri,. The comments attributed to him cer- 
tainly go back to a full commentary on the Cate- 
gories, which is presumably the source also for al- 
Tawhidi's quotation of al“Amirl's definition of the 
Greek word gatighuriyus (katyjopla(s) .(26) 


Also missing from the list in a/-A mad'alä al-abad, but perhaps 
to be considered a «short treatise», is the Fusül fi al-maëlim 
al-iléhiya, preserved in the Istanbul manuscript Esad Efendi 
1933 (fols. 110a-120b). The manuscript is undated, and there 
is no colophon. The author's name appears Clearly at the be- 
ginning, as Abû al-Hasan Muhammad b. YÜsuf alAmiri: both 
the style and the content of the work confirm its authorship. (27) 
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Of alAmiri's family origins we know nothing. His nisba may 
be from an Arab tribe, but it could also come from a recent 
ancestor named ‘Amir. He is often called a Nishäpürt in the 
Secondary literature, but this is not justified by the sources. 
From a chance reference in Yâqût's Buldän, we can infer that 
he was married and had at least one child: Yâqüt's example of 
a person named from the village of Khashindiza (near Nasaf, 
in Transoxania) is Ismail b. Muhrän al-Khashindizi, the son-in- 
law (khatan) of Abù al-Hasan al‘Amiri{22) 


The Works of alAmiri 


We are fortunate in possessing in a/-Amad äla al-abad a 
list from al‘Amirf himself of his major works{23) Since al-Amad 
‘alä al-abad was written only six years before the author's death, 
this list is probably fairly comprehensive, although it does not 
include short treatises (rasä'il wajiza), commentaries, or works 
in Persian. Of the seventeen works listed, four are known to 
be extant. These are : 


am bi-manägib al-Istäm, MS Istanbul, Râgib Pasha 
1464 (dated 525 h.), fois. la-28a; ed. Ahmad ‘Abd 
al-Hamid Ghurâb, Cairo, 1387/1967. 


Ingädh al-bashar min al-jabr wal-qadar, MS Princeton 
2163 (393B) (dated 592 h.), pp. 26-76. 


al-Taqrir li-awjuh al-tagdir, MS Princeton 2164 (393B), 
pp. 1-25. 


al-lbsâr wal-mubsar, MS Cairo, Taymuriyya hikma 9B, 
pp. 1-22. 


Of the remaining thirteen, nine are referred to by al‘Amiri 
elsewhere in his preserved works; four are otherwise unknown. 
Later authors attribute to al-Amirf no titles not included in this 
list; all references, in fact, are to the five preserved works, 
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alÂmiri was understandably embittered by indignities Such 
as this. On his return to Khurasan, he reported that the Iraqis 
were elegant on the surface, but gross and hypocritical under- 
neath, and disdainful of non-lragis generally and Khurasanis 
in particular. The best thing for a man, he maintained, is to be 
an Easterner in substance and an lraqi in form; he thereby 
combines the solidity of the Khurasani with the elegance of 
the Iraqi, avoiding the uncouthness of the former and the 
frivolity of the latter. (17) 


It seems unlikely that al‘Amiri retained the favor of Abü 
al-Fath after his Baghdad experiences. We do not know if he 
accompanied the wazir back to al-Rayy in 365/975; Abü al-Fath 
was murdered a year later. In any case, a“Âmiri was back in 
the Nishäpür area by about 370/980.418) The only information 
we have for his later years is the little that can be gleaned 
from his own extant works. He seems to have formed (or pos- 
sibly revived) connections with the Samanid court in Bukha- 
râ. (18a) His al-Tagrfr l-awjüh al-taqdir must have been written 
soon after his return from the West, for it is dedicated to Abü 
al-Husayn ‘Abdullah (text: ‘Ubaydullah) b. Ahmad, who can be 
identified as Abü al-Husayn al‘Utbi, wazir in Bukhärä to the 
Samanid Nüh Il from 367/977 to about 372/982. (19) (This is the 
same man to whom Abô ‘Abdullah Muhammad b. Abmad al- 
Khwärazmi dedicated his Mafatih al-ulüm{20) al-Amad älà al- 
abad, which has no dedication, was, according to its colophon, 
completed in Bukhärä in 375/985. Finally, a-läm bi-manägib 
al-lsläm is dedicated to «Abü Nasr», who is called «a/-shaykh 
al-fädil» and «al-shaykh al-ra'is». This is probably either Abû 
Näsr al{Utbi, maternal uncle of the historian of the same name, 
kinsman to the wazir, and himself sähib al-barid in Nishapür in 
3721982; or Abüû Nasr Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Mikäli, the ra'ïs of NF 
shapur, a man praised for his learning by the historian al-Utbi, 
the adfb al-Tha libi, and others{21).As stated above, al'Amirt 
died in Nishäpür in 381/992. 


arriving in al-Rayy, although possibly true, is unsupported in 
other sources. (114) AI-Tawhidi says he met al‘Amiri twice in 
Baghdad, in 360/970 and again in 364/974.(12) Since Ibn al- 
‘Amid died in 360/970, the first of these visits must have been 
from al-Rayy — perhaps in fact subsequent to the wazir's 
death. On this occasion, al-Tawhidf mentions only that he saw 
alAmiri discoursing on the permissibility of wine-drinking in 
a gathering of fugaha, and was charmed by his manner of dis- 
cussing figh in philosophical terms. (413) 


From Baghdad al‘Amirt probably returned to al-Rayy, where 
Ibn al‘Amid had been succeeded by his son Abü al-Fath Dhu 


al-Kifäyatayn (d. 366/976). At any rate, when Abüû al-Fath was 
sent to Baghdad four years later, al: Amir was in his company. 


The visiting wazir held salons for the various leading lights 
of the city, assigning different nights to fugahä/ udabä? muta- 
kallimün, and mutafalsifün. al-TawhTdf reports being personally 
impressed by al‘miri's exchanges with the Baghdadi philoso- 
phers, but the latter did not share his enthusiasm; they gave 
ak-Âmirñi a very cold reception, and al-Tawhidf castigates his 
friends for their bad manners and their parochial hostility to 
anyone not from the capital.44) Elsewhere, however, he ex- 
plains al“Amiri's unpopularity as due to his own harsh manner 
and lack of polish.(5) The one illustration al-Tawhidi gives of 
this friction is an account of alAmiri's encounter with Abü Said 
al-Siraff (d. 368/979), the leading grammarian of the day, in 
one of Ab al-Fath's salons. AAmiri asked the great man 
about the nature of the «bi» in the basma/a; insulted by the 
triviality of the question, Abù Sa‘id replied with a witty, and 
withering, verse on the superiority of silence to foolish talk. 
Abù al-Fath immediately capped this with other verses to the 
same effect. Abù Sa‘d later told al-Tawhidi that this encounter 
was even more acrimonious than his earlier celebrated debate 
with Abù Bishr Matta b. Yünus (d. 328/040). (16) 
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this man, who appeared out of nowhere, approached him with 
the rgrossest flattery, saying he had come to him from Khura- 
San to study the science of mechanics. Ibn al‘Amid responded, 
equally fulsomely, that he was as much in need of studying 
metaphysics with alÂmiri as was the latter in need of him for 
mechanics. According to al-Tawhidi, neither knew anything of 
either science{9)By contrast, Miskawayh's own account of al- 
‘Âmiri's arrival at court occurs in a long encomium of the wazir: 


..As for logic and the philosophical sciences, espe- 
cially metaphysics, no one in his day dared claim (any 
knowledge of) them in his presence, except as a stu- 
dent hoping to benefit from him, not as a scholar. | saw 
Abû al-Hasan al‘Âmirf in his presence — he had arrived 
from Khurasan, having gone to Baghdad and returned, 
in his own view, a complete philosopher, and he had 
grown old writing commentaries on the books of Aris- 
totle. But when he discovered the extent of the master's 
knowledge of the sciences, his quick mind, and his 


good memory, he knelt before him and resumed his 
studies with him; having considered himself someone 


to be learned from, he now studied with him a number 
of abstruse (mughtaliga) books..(10) 


Both of these accounts have reasons for belittling al‘Amirÿs 
abilities, but they do give us an idea of the cordiality of his 
relations with Ibn al‘Amid. This would have given him access 
to the wazir's library (where he must have dealt with Miska- 
wayh professionally in any case), as well as an introduction 
to other scholars at the court. One of these, the astronomer 
Abüû Ja‘far al-Khäzin (ca. .340/951), had been an associate of 


aÂmiri's master al-Balkhf, perhaps he had Something to do 
with alAmiris arrival in al-Rayy.(11) 


Miskawayis assertion that alAmiri was in Baghdad before 


10 


Khurâsân and spent most of his life there 4)but extant Khu- 
rasani sources tell us little about him. He was not given an 
entry inthe Ta‘kh Naysäbür by Ibn al-Bayyi‘ alHäkim al- 
Naysäbürf (d. 405/1014), and it is only by a lucky chance that 
al-Häkim preserves for us the date of his death. In his bio- 
graphy of the famous Qur'an reader Abü Bakr Ahmad b. al- 
Hasan b. Muhrän, he remarks that both Abù Bakr and amiri 
died in Nishapur on the same day, 27 Shawwal 381 (6 January 
992). He adds that Abû Bakr appeared to a friend on the night 
he was buried, and, being asked how he fared, replied that 
God had set al‘Âmiri before him and said «This is your ransom 
from the fire.»(5}Since we know from al-Amad là al-abad itself 
that al‘Âmiri studied under the famous Abû Zayd al-BalkhT (d. 
322/934),(6he must have lived to a good age. But besides this 
discipleship to al-Balkhï, we know nothing of his early years. 


al-Amiri did spend a number of years (ca. 350-365/96/-976) 
in the West, in al-Rayy and Baghdad, and about this 
period of his life, thanks largely to al-Tawhidf, we are 
somewhat better informed.(7lin his Kitäb al‘Imtä wal-muänasa, 
al-Tawhidi speaks regretfully of Miskawayh's failure to take 
advantage of the opportunity to benefit from his association 
with various phiolosophers during his stay in al-Rayy as libra- 
rian to the wazir abü al-Fad! Ibn al-‘Amïd (d. 360/970); for ex- 
ample, he did not «take a single word from» al-‘Amiri, although 
the latter resided in al-Rayy for five years together.t8) We know 
that alÂmiri was in fact patronized by Ibn aAmïd, but un- 
fortunately our only sources on their relationship — al-Tawhidi 
and Miskayah — are both highly tendentious. al-Tawl 
his Akhläq al-Wazirayn, which is an attack on Ibn al‘Amid's 
and on al-Sähib Ibn ‘Abbäd (d. 385/995), disparages Ibn al- 
‘Amid's reputation as a generous patron of culture by examin- 
ing his protégés one by one. Miskawayh( for example, was not 
a protégé but an employee — at a pittance, at that. True, the 
wazir did give al‘Amiri «a little bit», but that was only because 
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shorter treatises, were published by ‘Abd al-Rahman Badawi in 
Tehran in 197442 But much material remains in manuscript. 
And the Baghdadi orientation of al-Tawhidi has distracted 
scholars from the philosophical activity in Iran, especially east- 
ern Iran, in this period, despite the fact that it constitutes the 
immediate background for Ibn Sîna. 


According to al-Tawhidi, the leading philosopher in Khurä- 
sän in his day was Abü al-Hassan al“Amiri, with whom he became 
acquainted during two visits by the latter to Baghdad. There 
are at least six works by al-‘Âmirf extant in manuscript, but until 
now only one of these, a/-Mam bi-manäqib al-Isläm, has been 
published.6) The text edited here, a/-Amad ‘alä al-abad, was his 
most influential work. In its attempt to give a philosophical ac- 
count of the immortality of the soul and the conditions of the 
Afterlife, it both illustrates the breadth of al‘Amiri's knowledge 
of Greek sources and elucidates his particular approach to 
the problem of reconciling philosophy and revealed religion. 
The long historical discussion of the Greek philosophers pre- 
facing the work, which was later incorporated into the Siwân 
al-hikma and from there much copied, represents an important 
strand in the transmission of the Greek doxographical tradi- 
tion into Arabic. | hope that publication of this edition will 
stimulate increased scholarly interest in an important and 
unjustly neglected figure in the Islamic philosophical tradi- 
tion. 


Because | am preparing a full-length study of A/-Amad 
falä al-abad in English, | will restrict this introduction to a sketch 
of the life and works of the author, and some comments on 


his general philosophical stance, without attempting a detailed 
analysis of the text itself. 


The Author 
AbÜ al-Hasan Muhammad b. Yüsuf alAmirf was born in 
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The history of philosophy in the.early centuries of Islam is 
still very imperfectly known. Modern scholarship has tended to 
concentrate on the major figures, al-Kindî (d. ca. 261/873), al- 
Fârâbi (d. 339/950), and Ibn Sinâ (d. 428/1037, and on the 
translation activities which made fundamental Greek works ac- 
cessible to users of Arabic. But the more general lines of de- 
velopment of philosophical thought are by no means clear. For 
the fourth/tenth century, in particular, the massive impact of 
Ibn Sinâ has had a distortive effect on both the preservation 
of the tradition and the views of modern scholarship. Because 
Ibn Sinâ had little use for any of his predecessors except al- 
Färabi, the works of other fourth/tenth-century philosophers 
have largely perished, and only in recent decades have scholars 
begun to exploit what materials remain, and to appreciate the 
importance of a number of thinkers who were perhaps more 
characteristic of the period than was the somewhat peripheral 
al-Fâräbi. 


The publication of the works of al-TawhTdr (d. 414/1023), 
with their vivid sketches of the philosophical circles and salons 
of Buwayhid Baghdad, has stimulated interest in such major 
figures as Miskawayh (d. 421/1030) and Abù Sulaymanñ al-Si- 
jistânf (d. ca. 390/1000). Most of Miskawayh's extant works have 
now been published, and have been the subject of a number 
of studies by Mohammed Arkoun and others.A{)Abù Sulaymän's 
Siwän al-hikma, preserved in epitome, as well as three of his 
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Bahmanyär Ibn Marzbân : 


Kitäb al - Tabsil Persian Translation entitled Jäm - i - Ja- 
hän Numë, ed. by A. Nûräni and M. T. Danishpazüh (In 
Preparation). 

Ibn - i Miskawayh : (932 - 1030). 

Jâvidän Khirad, Translated into Persian by T.M. Shushtari, 
edited by B. Thrivatian with a French Introduction by M. 
Arkoun (Tehran 1976). 

M. Mohaghegh 

Bîst Guftär, Twenty Treatises on Islamic Philosophy, Theo- 
logy, Sects, and History of Medicine with an English in- 
troduction by J. Van Ess (Tehran, 1976). 

A. Zurûüzi (ob. 1841). 

Anwêr - i Jaliyyah, Persian text edited with Persian Intro- 
duction by S. J. Ashtiyäni, and English Introduction by 
S. H. Nasr (1976). 

A. Jämi, (1414 - 1492). 

al - Durrat - al Fâkhirah, edited with an English introduc- 
tion by N. Heer, (under print). 

Asîri Lähiji (ob. 1506). 

Diwän, edited by B. Zanjäni, with an English introduction 
Ansärî (Tehran, 1978). 

Nâsir - i Khursav (1004-1091). 

Diwän, edited by M. Mohaghegh and M. Minawî (Tehran, 
1978). 

A. M. Al-Amiri al-Nishäbüri (ob. 992). 


Al-Amad ‘al al-abad, edited with English Introduction by 
Everet K. Rowson (Beirut, 197$). 


VIN. Rëzi (PI. 13th century) : 
Marmûzät - i ASadî dar Mazmürât - i Dawüdi 
Persian text edited with Persian introduction by M.R. Shafi 


Kadkani, and English introduction by H. Landoit (Tehran, 
1974). 


VII. Mir Dâmäd (ob. 1631) : 
al - Qabasät 
Vol. | : Arabic text edited by M. Mohaghegh, A. Müsavi 
Behbahäni, T. Izutsu and I. Dibäji (Tehran, 1977). 
VIII Collected Papers on Logic and Language 
Edited by T. Izutsu and M. Mohaghegh (Tehran, 1974). 
IX Henry Corbin Festschrift 
Edited by Seyyed Hussein Nasr (Tehran, 1977). 
X H.MH, Sabzawäri : 
Sharh - i Ghurar al - Farä'id or Sharh-i Manzümah 


Part One «Metaphysics» Translated into English by T. 
Izutsu and M. Mohaghegh (New York, 1977). 

XI T. Izutsu : 
An Outline of Islamic Metaphysics, on the Basis of M. 
Ashtiyäni's Commentary on Sabzawäri's Sharh - i Ghurar 
al - Farä&'id (in Preparation). 

XII Mir Dâmäd : 
al - Qabasät 


Vol. Il : Persian and English introduction, indices and com- 
mentary and variants by T. Izustu, M. Mohaghegh, A Mü- 
savi Behbahäni, and I. Dîbâjf (In Preparation). 


XIII A. Badawi : 
Aflätûn fi al - Isläm : Texts and notes (Tehran, 1974). 
XIV M. Mohaghegh : 


Filasûf - i - Rayy Muhammad Ibn - i - Zakariyyä - ji - Räzi 
(Tehran, 1974). 
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H.MH. Sabzawäri (1797 - 1878). 
Sharb - i Ghurar al - Farâ'id or Sharb - i Manzümah 


Part One : «Metaphysics», Arabic text and commentaries, 
edited with English and Persian Introduction and Arabic- 
English glossary, by M. Mohaghegh and T. Izutsu (Tehran, 
1969). 

M.M. Ashtiyäni (1888 - 1952). 


Tatligah bar Sharb - i Manzümah («Commentary on Sabza- 
wârŸs Sharh - i Manzümah») 


Vol. | : Arabic text edited by A. Falätüri and M. Mobaghegh, 
with an English introduction by T. lzutsu (Tehran, 1973). 
MM. Ashtiyäni 

Ta‘ligah bar Sharh - i Manzômah 


Vol. 11 : Persian and German Introductions, indices and com- 
mentary, by A. Falâtüri and M. Mohäghegh (under print). 


Collectèd Papers on Islamic Philosophy and Mysticism 
Edited by M. Mohaghegh and H. Landolt (Tehran, 1971). 


N.A. Isfaräyini (1242 - 1314) : 
Käshit al - Asrär 


Persian text edited and translated into French, with French 
and Persian introductions by H. Landolt (ready to appear). 
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